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About Darren Shan:

Darren Shan was born on 2nd July, 1972 in London, England. Shan’s first job was in an ice-cream shop. His first book which brought him success was the Cirque du Freak. Another eleven books followed.
The twelve books are put into four trilogies:

The Vampire Blood Trilogy
1. Cirque Du Freak 

2. The Vampire's Assistant
3. Tunnels of Blood
The Vampire Rites Trilogy
1. Vampire Mountain
2. Trials of Death
3. The Vampire Prince
The Vampire War Trilogy
1. Hunters of the Dusk
2. Allies of the Night
3. Killers of the Dawn
The Vampire Destiny Trilogy
1. The Lake of Souls
2. Lord of the Shadows
3. Sons of Destiny
The Preface, the Description of the main character, the Prologue and the Plot of the first book:

The Preface:

It’s a vampire story about a normal child who loves spiders goes every day to school, has a lot of friends and lives a normal life but one day his life changes in the blink of an eye.

The Description of the main character:

The name of the main character is Darren Shan, the same as the name of the author. (Later, it will be important but not in the first book). He has brown hair and a soccer. His best friends are Tomy, Alan and Steve Leonard (but Darren just calls him Leopard).

The Prologue:

The prologue of the book is Darren’s monologue. He talks about the book in his diary; therefore the “book” is a real story. He says: “This is a real story; I changed nothing, simply wrote down the facts. Really, believe me. I changed nothing - it’s the truth.  Who doesn’t believe this is a very stupid human”.

The Plot:

It’s a true story and it begins in the toilet where Darren sits and waits for the bell to ring. Meanwhile, his best friend, Steve, comes into the toilet to find Darren.  When they go out, Tomy shows both of them what he has found - a Poster about the Cirque du Freak (it’s in French, in English: Circus of Freaks). They decide to go to the show. They hear that just two people can go to this show (because the tickets are limited). They have to choose two members of the “gang”. The gang has four members: Darren, Steve Tomy and Alan. Steve gets one of the tickets. The other tickets’ fate isn’t decided. They put the tickets and pieces of paper into a cap and throw it towards the sky. Who catches it, he wins the ticket. When Steve throws the content of the cap in the sky everybody  runs, but Darren’s instincts suggest closing his eyes and catching a random piece of paper. When he opens his eyes he sees that he has caught the ticket. This means that he and Steve go to the Cirque du Freak. He is very excited. He sees a very interesting poster:

Larten Crepsley and his performing spider-Madam Octa
Warning! Not for Fainthearted! Restriction applies!
When the night comes the children go together to the show. They are very excited; Darren wants to see Mr. Crepsley’s show. When they arrive, they give the tickets to a very large man, Mr. Tall who eats the tickets. Then they find their seats in the second row. The show begins with the real werewolf and three midgets who keep the werewolf under a deep hypnosis (because the werewolf is unchained and very dangerous). They ask the audience not to make any noise because if they do, the werewolf will get out of hypnosis and kill everybody. Unfortunately, some idiot, just for fun, shouts: “Idiot werewolf”. The werewolf gets out of the hypnosis and tears the arm of the stupid man who sits in the first row. The midgets successfully put the werewolf again into hypnosis and stitch back the arm with magic thread. It is a very dangerous show. After that there are three shows more. The bearded woman, the man who has three stomachs and  is able to eat everything -  a cycle, the tools of a locksmith and a lot of other eatable and uneatable junks. The last show is Mr. Larten Crepsley’s and Madam Octa’s show. Larten plays the flute and that is how he can control Madam Octa. It amazes Darren. But Steve recognizes him. Once he has read a very old book in the library and seen a picture of Vur Horston, he is the same person as Larten. He is a vampire. Steve knows what he should do. When the show ends, the strange midgets sell a lot of souvenirs. Steve tells Darren to go home, he has to do something. Darren gets curious; therefore he hides in the balcony of the theater and looks for Steve. Darren sees that Steve talks with Crepsley and Steve tells him to turn him into a vampire.

And this is the end of the first book. Very interesting, isn’t it? Do you want to know what will come after this?  If you do, buy and read the second book!

